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Amfn^""*"*" ^^'g Claims . , 

4. The Clain, LisUn. below wiU replace a,, pnor ve.,o„s of *e 

claims in the application: 
riaim Listing 

, . (Origi,«l) An apparan. for — „g wear of a eo,u,ec«.r having frs. and second par.. 

the apparatus comprising: 

a sensor sensing an inserUon or eK.rac.ion of «.e f„s. par. of .he c„™>eo.or w,* 
*e second par. of .he connecor. d>e inserHons or ex.rac«ons being associa.ed wrU, wear 

ofthe connector; and 

an,oni.or responsive .otosensor «>moni.or*e wear ofa.econnec«>r. 

J- * n\^i^ 1 wherein the sensor includes contact or 
2 (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 1 wherem 

non-contact sensor elements to sense insertions or extractions. 

J- ricim 1 wherein the sensor includes sensing 
1 rorieinal) The apparatus according to Claim 1 Wherem me 

l"LniL.oscnLinser.ionsore.«ac.ions,.hese.inge.ec«onicsbe.g.ndepenaen.of 



4. 



electronics 



associa.ed wi.h signals con>mimicaKd .hrongh the connector. 



(CnrrenUy amended) Tire apparams according .o Claim 3 wherein .he sensing electronics 
Llde.erminesameMcassocia.ed«iU.«>epe,i.r««e^ 

the wear of the connector. 

.A,r.a tn Claim 1 wherein the monitor is coupled to the 
5. (Original) The apparatus accordmg to Claim i wnerc 

sensor via a network. 

^^Air.n to riaim 1 wherein the monitor includes: 
6 (Original) The apparatus accordmg to Claim 

a processor to process signals received from the sensor; and 

^coupled to the processor to store datarelated to the processed signals. 
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(Original) The apparatus according to Claim 6 wherein the processor counts the insertion 
and extraction cycles. 



8. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 6 wherein the memory is non- volatile 
memory. 

9. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 6 wherein the processor generates an alarm 
signal. 

10. (Original) The apparatus according to Claim 1 (i) wherein the sensor and monitor are 
deployed on a first circuit board, (ii) wherein the sensor and monitor are deployed on a 
second circuit board interconnecting to the first circuit board, (iii) wherein the sensor and 
monitor are deployed on at least one of the parts of the connector, or (iv) wherein the 
sensor is deployed on the first circuit board and the monitor is deployed on the second 
circuit board coupled to the first circuit board directly, indirectly, or via a network. 

1 1 . (Original) A method for monitoring wear of a connector having first and second parts, the 
method comprising: 

sensing insertions or extractions of the first part of the connector with the second 
part of the connector, the insertions or extractions being associated with the wear of the 
connector; and 

monitoring the wear of the connector based on the sensing. 

12. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 1 wherein sensing the insertions or 
extractions includes sensing via contact or non-contact techniques. 

13. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 1 wherein sensing the insertions or 
extractions is independent of signals communicated through the connector. 
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(Original) The method according to Claim 13 further including determining a metric 
associated with the performance of the connector to estimate the wear of the connector. 



15. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 1 wherein the monitoring is associated with 
the sensing via a network. 

16. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 1 wherein the monitoring includes: 

processing signals associated with the sensing; and 
storing data related to the processed signals. 

1 7. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 6 wherein the processing includes counting 
the insertions or extractions. 

1 8. (Original) The method according to Claim 16 wherein the data is stored in a non-volatile 
manner. 

19. (Original) The method according to Claim 16 wherein the processing includes generating 
an alarm signal. 

20. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 1 (i) wherein the steps of sensing and 
monitoring occur on a first circuit board, (ii) wherein the steps of sensing and monitoring 
occur on a second circuit board interconnecting to the first circuit board, (iii) wherein the 
steps of sensing and monitoring occur on at least one of the parts of the connector, or (iv) 
wherein the sensing occurs on the first circuit board and the monitoring occurs on the 
second circuit board coupled to the first circuit board directly, indirectly, or via a 
network. 

21 . (Original) An apparatus for monitoring wear of a connector including first and second 
parts, the apparatus comprising: 
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■ " ^eans for sensing insertions or extractions of*, firs. par. of to connector wifl, 

to second par. of the connector. tl« insertions or extractions being associated wrth U>e 

wear of the connector; and 

means for monitoring the wear of the connector based on the sensing. 



: an 



22. (Original) A system, comprising: 

a connector including a first part and a second part; 

a sensor coupled to at least one of the parts of the connector and sensmg . 
insertion or extraction of the first part of the comiector with the second part of the 
connector, the insertions or extractions being associated with wearofthe connectors 

amonitor coupled to at least oneofthepartsofthe connector and to the sensorto 

track the wear of the connector. 



